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Introduction:  During the years when I was a child in my father’s house our family never took a vacation together.  I never went to a baseball game with my dad.  I learned how to fish from someone else and taught myself how to work on cars.  It was not that dad didn’t have any dreams or interests, it was just that there was always some reason to put things off.  There would always be tomorrow.  

Procrastination is such a human tendency. We imagine that things will be better tomorrow.  In the months to come I will spend time with my kids or tell my wife I really love her and cherish her for sticking with me all these years.  Tomorrow, I will tell that friend I was wrong.  When I have more money I will give to a need.  We live our lives like there will always be tomorrow, but this is not true.  Time runs out.  Kids grow up and leave and you did not tell them things you wanted to say.  Parents grow old and pass away and we regret what was never said or done.  

God wants to bring us face to face with our own mortality in a few verses in James.  Let’s read those verses now: 

James 4:13-17  13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit."  14 Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.  15 Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that."  16 But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.  17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.

We need to realize that our earthly life is a present gift that does not endure forever.  There is too much living in the past or the future and precious little in the here and now.  God wants us to see our lives through His lens. He knows what we seem unwilling to know even though the reality of it is all around us every day. To do that He gives four strong admonitions here:  

· Purpose not take the future for Granted. [13-14a]

· Purpose not to ignore or deny your own mortality  [14b]

· Purpose to depend on the Sovereign Kindness of God [15-16]
· Purpose to do today what is right and good  [16]
Purpose not to take the future for Granted. [13-14a]

James 4:13-14  13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit."  14 Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.
Come now, you who say:  We may not excuse ourselves by thinking that we have never said this exact thing,  This is a specific statement that characterizes a universal human characteristic.  We make plans and we expect for them to come to fruition.   The verses that follow are for anyone who has ever said, “This is what I want to do with my life” of “This is where I am going to live” or “This is how I will spend my retirement.”  
Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there:  You do a lot of this subconsciously.  You can tell by your reaction to things.  If you are disappointed in what your kids chose to do with their lives.  If you are unhappy with the way your spouse has or has not treated you.  If you are annoyed with the way your vocation or job duties have turned out or if you are upset with what happened to your retirement prospects. All this proves that you had expectations.  You may not have verbalized them, but you planned your course and how it was going to end up and it did not happen. 

Engage in business and make a profit: Have you ever engaged in business and not made a profit?  Have you ever moved somewhere and then wished you had not.  Have you ever seen all of your plans collapse with nothing to replace them?  Maybe not if you are still in your teens, but if you are in your thirties you probably have had this experience.  

Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow: James describes someone who has planned out their life for an entire year without taking into account that they do not know what will happen tomorrow.  We think we know however.  Everyone of you can tell me what you have planned for tomorrow.  And, there is nothing wrong with that unless you actually think that it is going to come to pass because you have intended for it to.  We need to know that we are not the captains of our own destiny. 
Proverbs 20:24 A man's steps are from the LORD; how then can man understand his way?
Proverbs 16:9 The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps.  
Purpose not to ignore or deny your own mortality  [14b]

James 4:14  You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.
You are just a vapor:  We live on a small hill where we can see the valley in the early morning.  Many fall and winter days, we awake to the valley below filled with vapor or mist.  We call it fog when we are down in it, but it is something else altogether when we are above it.  When you are in the fog you cannot see or understand.  When you are above it, it becomes a thing of beauty and awe.  One is our perspective the other is God’s.  
But here is the main point of this analogy.  I can watch this mist vanish before my eyes.  It seldom takes more than two cups of coffee before I can see the valley floor.  Our lives seem so long to us, but they are not.  When we are young we do not consider the things James is saying, because we think there is always tomorrow to consider them.  As a result we wake up half way through or at a funeral and say things like, “Where did life go?”  “It seems to have slipped through my fingers.” 

A vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away:  No one ever says on their death bed, “I wish I would have spent more time at the office making as much money as possible.”  Not a chance!  They say things like this:  “I wish I had been less self-centered and made my marriage work.”  “I wish I had spent more time with my children or told them that I loved them.”   I wish I had not wasted my life with the things that seemed so important at the time and left no time for learning about, and service to, my Savior. 

When Jonathan Edwards resolved: “to think much on all occasions of my own dying, and of the common circumstances which attend death, was he just being morbid?  Not at all, he was applying what James is teaching us here.  Edwards himself explains what he intended with another resolution…number six:  Resolved, to live with all my might, while I do live.
God is not trying to get you to focus on death.  He is focusing you on life

He wants you to understand this defining characteristic of earthly life …It is short.  There is not an endless supply of “tomorrows.”  Do not miss this point.  
· God is the God of the living:  

Matthew 22:32  He is not the God of the dead but of the living.
· But life apart from full, knowing dependence on God is cruel and disappointing:  

Deuteronomy 30:19-20  19 "I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants,  20 by loving the LORD your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him;

In his book “Don’t waste your life” John Piper says the following: 

“The really wonderful moments of joy in this world are not the moments of self-satisfaction, but self-forgetfulness.  Standing on the edge of the Grand Canyon and contemplating your own greatness is pathological.  At such moments we are made for a magnificent joy that comes from outside ourselves.  And each of these rare and precious moments in life---beside the Canyon, before the Alps, under the stars---is an echo of a far greater excellence, namely, the glory of God.  That is why the Bible says, 
 Psalm 19:1 …… The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.

Sometimes people say that the cannot believe that, if there is a God, He would take interest in such a tiny speck of reality called humanity on Planet Earth.  The universe, they say, is so vast, it makes man utterly insignificant.  Why would God have bothered to create such a microscopic speck called the earth and humanity and then get involved with us?

Beneath this question is a fundamental failure to see what the universe is about.  It is about the greatness of God, not the significance of man.  God made man small and the universe big to say something about himself.  And he says it for us to learn and enjoy---namely, that He is infinitely great and powerful and wise and beautiful.  The more the Hubble telescope sends back to us about the unfathomable depths of space, the more we should stand in awe of God.  The disproportion between us and the universe is a parable about the disproportion between us and God.  And it is an understatement .  But the point is not to nullify us but to glorify Him.” 

If we are not to presume upon the future and if we are not to focus on death and dying, then what are we supposed to be doing.  What is God calling us to do in these few powerful verses?  Think about Him!  Live in Him! Depend on Him! 
Purpose to depend on the Sovereign Kindness of God [15-16]

James 4:15-16   15 Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that."  16 But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.
If the Lord wills, we will live:  Here is another perfectly good way to think about this.  We have lived these many years so far.  That is because the Lord has willed.  He has given us life and we are indebted to Him for life and not to ourselves or our parents.  

Psalm 95:1-7  O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD, Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.  2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.  3 For the LORD is a great God And a great King above all gods,  4 In whose hand are the depths of the earth, The peaks of the mountains are His also.  5 The sea is His, for it was He who made it, And His hands formed the dry land.  6 Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  7 For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

And also do this or that:  James is referring to doing business, carrying on your daily lives, making a living and buying some of the things you possess.  God has willed for you to have what you have and to live where you live and to be who you are.  You, dear friend are the “people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.”  This is what we “ought to say!”   Paul put it this way to the Athenians on Mars Hill and to you as well this morning: 

Acts 17:24-28  4 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;  26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation,  27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;  28 for in Him we live and move and exist,

The call is to gratitude for our past lives and renewed purpose for our future lives.  So what about the future.  It starts…..NOW!

Purpose to do today what is right and good  [16]
James 4:17  17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.
Therefore: God says that this is the logical conclusion to the arguments just presented.  If you can realize that the time to live for God and others is not in the future, you will act today to do what is right and good.  

To one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.  What are some of the things we know are right and good?  

· We can count our circumstances joy because God is good and is working for us
James 1:16-18  16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.  17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.  18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.

· We should act upon the Word of God not just listen to it.

James 1:22   22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.

· We are to love without partiality
James 2:8-9   If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF," you are doing well.  9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.

· We must bridle our tongues

James 3:2  2 For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.

· We absolutely must stop speaking against one another

James 4:11  11 Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it.

Now that is just in James.  We could go on, but I think you get the point.  God is big and you are small.  God is the source of life. You are the recipient of life.  God is the giver of His Word and you are the doers of His Word.  
To him it is sin:  This seems a little harsh doesn’t it pastor?  On the surface yes, but let’s try to understand.  We are unaccustomed to thinking this way.  If we do not do something bad, then we have not sinned, and God knows this is the way we are.  
The word means “failing to hit the mark” of “an error.”   WOW!  That’s a relief.  But not so fast.  Let me try to illustrate it this way.  
You get a job and your employer says,  Here is the list of things you may not do at our company.  You cannot steal.  You cannot lie.  You cannot come to work drunk. You cannot give company secrets to others.  Here, also are the things that you are responsible to do.  You are to come to work every day.  You are to be part of a team and not a lone ranger. You are to work hard to master your job, etc.   You say to yourself, well as long as I don’t do any of the things that he told me not to do, I will be OK.  Will that be OK?  NO!  It won’t be OK because obedience to your boss is not just about not doing something wrong….it is also about doing the right things he has specified.  If you know what you are supposed to do and do not do them then you are insubordinate. 

Lets try to apply this:
Consider it all Joy in James 1 does not mean just to just endure trials silently.  The right thing to do is “consider it all joy.”

Going to church and hearing the Word of God is not the same as obeying the Word of God.  The “right thing” is to obey. 

Not being hostile to someone you don’t like is not the same as loving them.  The right thing to do is to love without partiality. 

It is not enough just not to do the wrong thing.  We are told repeatedly by God to do the right thing.  This means we need to know what the right thing is so that we can do it.  

CONCLUSION
One of the things that keeps us from doing right is the thought that we can always do it tomorrow.  Tomorrow, we can bring healing to a relationship.  Tomorrow, I will quit sniping with my tongue.  Tomorrow, I will start going to church or Sunday School so I can learn more of the Word of God.  Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow!  God’s point here in James is that tomorrows run out.  You never know how many of them you will have.  
This is not said to preoccupy us with death.  It is said to preoccupy us with life.
SO WHAT?  You need to get up tomorrow morning saying, what can I do to obey what I know God wants me to do.  The prayer is not, “please Lord, don’t let me get irritated with my spouse today.  It is, Lord, today I will show active and spoken love to my wife or I will give verbal and sincere respect to my husband.  Today I will make that call.  Today I will make that apology. Today I will do what I know is right. Time is short Lord.  I want to live for you now not in some imaginary tomorrow.  
Let’s make it easy to start:

· Are there people you really love and appreciate, but you just never seem to get around to telling them?  We still have phones and if you hurry there is still mail service.  

· Are there people that you should ask to forgive you for harshness or unkindness.  People you have hurt?  [ I once prayed as I was driving down a little one lane dirt road, “Lord, if I ever see this person again I will ask them to forgive me.”  Moments later I came to a stop, face to face with that person, who I had not seen for years.]  If you cannot find them ask God to find them for you.  
· Are there things going on in your church that you should be part of?   You know it would be right, pleasing to God and would benefit you greatly in your life, but there is always next week. 
Ask for a verdict:  I cannot tell you what these things are, but you already know many of them.  If you do not then God can tell you what they are.  But please, make this decision: 
I will not waste my life living in the future.  I will not put off doing the right thing when it is within my power to act now.  Purpose to rise to this challenge, by His Gracious strengthening.  Know today that your life is His gift to you.  He is awesomely grand and you so very small and yet He has loved you enough to die for you on the Cross.   You can agree with David who said:
Psalm 115:11-18   11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.  12 The LORD has been mindful of us; He will bless us; He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron.  13 He will bless those who fear the LORD, The small together with the great.  14 May the LORD give you increase, You and your children.  15 May you be blessed of the LORD, Maker of heaven and earth.  16 The heavens are the heavens of the LORD, But the earth He has given to the sons of men.  17 The dead do not praise the LORD, Nor do any who go down into silence;  18 But as for us, we will bless the LORD From this time forth and forever. Praise the LORD!
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